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once they’ve been fighting, don’t want to
quit, especially if they think they are in a
position to win in a place where they happen
to be fighting. But that’s what leadership is
for.

You know, you could say—look at this elec-
tion that’s about to unfold in South Africa.
I mean, I could give you lots of other exam-
ples. I’m sure there are people on the ground
that don’t want to quit fighting because it’s
what they know, and they think maybe they
can press an advantage. But that’s what lead-
ership is for. And the leaders of the Serbs
and the Bosnian Serbs need to assert them-
selves at this moment and avoid further
wreckage.

Balkans
Q. The Balkan question—there is also the

issue of the recent tensions between Greece
and Albania. Did you discuss this issue as
well as the status of the Greek minority there
and the alleged human rights violations?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
Greece has proceeded with real restraint and
sound judgment. We are concerned about
the status of the Greek minority there as we
are concerned about the status of the Alba-
nians in Kosovo. This whole area is a tinder-
box, which is one of the reasons we have paid
as much attention to it as we have and one
of the reasons we are trying, within the limits
of the United Nations and NATO, to confine
the conflict.

I think the plain answer to this is to tone
down the rhetoric, to observe the rights of
the minorities, and not to let the war which
is raging in Bosnia spread to the surrounding
areas where there are equally deep tensions.

I’ll take one last question.

Health Care Reform
Q. Mr. Rostenkowski made a speech in

Boston today in which he said that he is un-
willing, or will recommend against, in his
committee, financing the health care bill
through savings anticipated in future years
from the health care, from the effects of the
health care bill, and that he prefers to finance
it through a broad-based tax issue. Could you
give your response to that and tell us how
you think it would go?

The President. I think Mr. Rostenkowski
is trying to achieve our common objectives,
which he defined as: universal coverage, cost
control, and 218 votes. [Laughter] And I
think he has a strategy for pursuing that.

I believe that our savings are good. I be-
lieve that obviously we intend—we always
knew we’d have to make some modification
once the Congressional Budget Office cost
estimates came out. We are prepared to do
that. But we have dealt with an awful lot of
health economists. We’ve worked very hard
on the numbers; we think they are good. But
I’m going to have to let him characterize his
strategy.

All I can say is that, of all the things I’m
worried about in dealing with Congress over
the question of health care, the commitment
of the Chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee to providing health care security
to every American is not one of them.

Thank you very much. We’ve got to go.

NOTE: The President’s 56th news conference
began at 2:14 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this news conference.

Statement on Nomination of
Governors to the Federal Reserve
Board
April 22, 1994

A stable monetary system is the platform
upon which any efforts for economic renewal
must be built. My administration recognized
that our first task was to put our fiscal house
in order, so that an ever-growing Federal
budget deficit did not absorb capital and slow
economic growth. I believe that we have now
put our Nation on the path to sustainable
economic growth. The Federal Reserve
Board is the critical institution that preserves
the stability of our monetary system and the
confidence of our markets. The position of
Governor of the Federal Reserve Board re-
quires acute sensitivity to the need to strike
a careful balance, to prudently manage the
money supply and avoid the excesses of infla-
tion, while ensuring that the men and women
in our economy have the opportunity to pros-
per and fulfill their dreams.
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To fill the vital job of Vice Chairman of
the Federal Reserve, I am delighted to nomi-
nate Dr. Alan Blinder, currently a member
of the Council of Economic Advisers. Dr.
Blinder is one of the world’s most respected
macroeconomists. He is an expert on fiscal
and monetary policy and productivity, has
served as chairman of the economics depart-
ment at Princeton, authored countless arti-
cles and books, including one of the Nation’s
top textbooks, ‘‘Economic Principles and Pol-
icy,’’ which he coauthored with William
Baumol.

Alan has been an integral part of my eco-
nomic team over the last 15 months. He has
always expressed his views to me freely, with
intellectual integrity, force, and clarity. He
is a keen intellect who reached the top of
his profession without losing the common
touch or ever forgetting the human implica-
tions of the often abstract economic decisions
we in Government must make. He has served
as an economic conscience in my administra-
tion, striving to ensure that our policies met
the test of rationality and workability for real
people.

I am also pleased to announce my inten-
tion to nominate Janet Yellen to a full term
on the Federal Reserve Board. Dr. Yellen
is one of the most prominent economists of
her generation on the intersection of macro-
economics and labor markets. She is also an
expert in international economics on such
issues as the determinants of the balance of
trade. She was a clear and unanimous choice
of my top economic advisers who found her
to be a top-flight intellect with a pragmatic
approach to monetary policy and a judicious
temperament.

I am confident that both candidates, if
confirmed, will serve this Nation with distinc-
tion as Governors of the Federal Reserve
Board.

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on the State Criminal
Alien Assistance Program
April 22, 1994

When people enter this country illegally
and commit crimes while they are here, it

is not fair to ask the States to bear the entire
cost of their imprisonment. This new pro-
gram will help them considerably.

After many years of virtual neglect of the
illegal immigration issue, our administration
is taking major steps to address this problem.
First, we are making a substantial investment
in efforts to reduce the flow of illegal immi-
gration, primarily by toughening our border
enforcement. That is the Federal Govern-
ment’s primary responsibility in this area.

But we also need to help those States with
large numbers of undocumented aliens to
shoulder the resulting financial burdens.
Today, we take another important step in
that direction.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release announcing the creation of the State
Criminal Alien Assistance Program to help States
pay for the costs of incarcerating illegal aliens con-
victed of a felony.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 16
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Williamsburg, VA, where
they attended the Senate Democratic Policy
Committee Annual Issues Retreat.

April 17
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Charlotte, NC, where he attended the 30th
Anniversary Mustang Celebration at Char-
lotte Motor Speedway. The President then
returned to Washington, DC in the evening.

April 18
In the morning, the President traveled to

Milwaukee, WI. Following his arrival, the
President was given an Ameritech dem-
onstration of the Wisconsin Health Informa-
tion Network at the Italian Community Cen-
ter.
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